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* indicates congregation stands

Prelude “Gesu Bambino” Pietro Yon
Welcome and Announcements

Moment of Prayer

Hymn and Lighting of the Advent Candle * Zayleigh Brown

The first Noel, the angel did say, was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay;
In fields where they lay keeping their sheep on a cold winter’s night that was so deep.
Noel, Noel. Noel, Noel. Born is the King of Israel.

They looked up and saw a star shining in the east, beyond them far,
And to the earth it gave great light, and so it continued both day and night.
Noel, Noel. Noel, Noel. Born is the King of Israel

And by the light of that same star, three wise men came from country far.
To seek for a king was their intent, and to follow the star wherever it went.
Noel, Noel. Noel, Noel. Born is the King of Israel.

Then let us all with one accord sing praises to our heavenly Lord,

That hath made heaven and earth of nought, and with his blood mankind hath bought.
Noel, Noel. Noel, Noel. Born is the King of Israel. (The First Noel)

Responsive Reading for the Christmas Season *

We come together in fellowship, in Your presence, Lord, to sing, to praise, to
worship and adore.

As in days of old when shepherds and wisemen gathered around a lowly
manger, we stand in awe, we offer our simple gifts, and we offer our voices of
proclamation.

Because you were willing to humble yourself, to become human, to make yourself
nothing.

May we not think of ourselves more highly than we ought, but humbly serve you
by serving others.

Because you were poor, weak and homeless,

May we see the poor through your eyes, being generous and willing to share.

Thank you for joining us in worship this morning, lending your
voice in praise of the coming Christ, the Light of the World.
The Choir appreciates your encouragement throughout this year,
and is grateful for your continued support.

We hope today’s Scripture lessons and the carols of old have
blessed you in a new and tender way.
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VIII. Wisemen Bring Gifts Matthew 2:1-11

We three kings of Orient are bearing gifts, we traverse afar.
Field and fountain, moor and mountain, following yonder star.
O star of wonder, star of light, star with royal beauty bright.
Westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light.

Born a King on Bethlehem’s plain, gold I bring to crown him again,

King forever, ceasing never, over us all to reign.

O star of wonder, star of light, star with royal beauty bright.

Westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light. (Kings of Orient)

IX. The Mystery of the Incarnation John 1:1-14

“Fairest Jesu” arr. Benjamin Harlan

Closing Hymn “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” *

Hark! The herald angels sing: “Glory to the newborn King!
Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!”
Joyful, all you nations, rise, join the triumph of the skies,

With th’angelic host proclaim. “Christ is born in Bethlehem!”
Hark! The herald angels sing: “Glory to the newborn King!”

Christ, by highest heavn'n adored; Christ, the Everlasting Lord!
Late in time behold him come to the earth from heaven’s home;
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, hail th’incarnate Deity,
Pleased as man with us to dwell, Jesus our Immanuel.

Hark! The herald angels sing: “Glory to the newborn King!”

Hail, the heav’nborn Prince of Peace! Hail, the Sun of Righteousness!

Light and life to all he brings, ris’'n with healing in his wings.

Mild he lays his glory by, born that we no more may die,

Born to raise us from the earth, born to give us second birth.

Hark! The herald angels sing.: “Glory to the newborn King!” (Herald Angels)

Presented by the Adult Choir of Friedland Moravian Church
Nancy Sawtelle, Director of Music
Elsa Heckman, Accompanist

Prayer *
Benediction and Choral Response *
Michael Burkhardt

Postlude “Angels From the Realms of Glory”

Because God out of His great love for us sent you to live among us, and die for
us,

May we believe that you are the Messiah, and therefore not perish, but gain
eternal life.

Because those infant hands of the babe in the manger were pierced on the cross
and bore our sin,

May we, healed by your wounds, die to sin and live to righteousness.

Because you, the infant in swaddling clothes, are our great high priest, who was
tempted in every way, just as we are, yet was without sin,

May we approach your throne of grace with confidence, knowing you
sympathize with all our weaknesses, and will grant mercy and grace to help us
in our time of need.

Because God has raised us with you on account of your sacrifice, seating us with
you in heaven, above all powers and authorities,

May we stand against sinful ways, living lives worthy of your calling, being
made new in the attitude of our mind.

Because you are the promised Messiah, the creator of life, the King of Kings and
Lord of Lords, the Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end,

May we adore you, praise you and bless you, today and throughout our lives.

Because you, the Root and Offspring of David, the bright Morning Star, have
promised to come again,

May we all live in eager expectation of your return. Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

Christ, our Savior, in a stable, promise of eternal joy.
You bring peace and light and wonder, gifted in a baby boy.
Christ, we honor. God, we worship. May we live a life in you.
Kneeling at the manger, praising. Cleanse our hearts, fill us anew. Amen.
(Hymn to Joy)

Scripture Readings Isaiah 35:1-10 Page 508
Matthew 11:2-11 Page 688

Offertory Prayer

Doxology “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow, praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heav’nly host, praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost! Amen.



Lessons and Carols

1. God In the Garden Genesis 3:8-15

Come, O long-expected Jesus, born to set your people free;
From our fears and sins release us; O, in you our rest shall be.
Israel’s strength and consolation, hope to all the earth impart,
Dear desire of ev’ry nation, joy of ev’ry longing heart.

Born your people to deliver, born a child and yet a king.
Born to reign in us forever, now your gracious kingdom bring.
By your own eternal Spirit rule in all our hearts alone,

By your all-sufficient merit, raise us to your glorious throne. (Cassel 1674)
II. God Promises Blessing Genesis 22:15-18
“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” Hopson/Lund

II1. Christ’s Birth Foretold Isaiah 9:2, 6-7

Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming from tender stem hath sprung!
Of Jesse'’s lineage coming as men of old have sung.

It came, a flower bright, amid the cold of winter

When halfspent was the night. (Es Ist Ein Ros)

Iv. Christ’s Peace Foretold Isaiah 11:1-9

O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie;

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by.
Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light;

The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.

For Christ is born of Mary, and gathered all above,

While mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wondering love.

O morning stars, together, proclaim the holy birth;
And praises sing to God the King, and peace to men on earth.

How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is giv’n.

So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of his heav n.

No ear may hear his coming, but in this world of sin,

Where meek souls will receive him still, the dear Christ enters in.

O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray;

Cast out our sin, and enter in, be born in us today.

We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell;

O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Immanuel. (St. Louis)

V. Gabriel Addresses Mary Luke 1:26-38

What child is this, who, laid to rest on Mary’s lap is sleeping?

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet while shepherds watch are keeping?
This, this is Christ the King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing.

Haste, haste to bring him laud; the babe, the son of Mary!

Why lies he in such mean estate where ox and ass are feeding?
Good Christian, fear, for sinners here the silent Word is pleading.
This, this is Christ the King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing.
Haste, haste to bring him laud; the babe, the son of Mary!
(Greensleeves)

VI. Matthew Tells the Birth Matthew 1:18-23

Once in royal David’s city stood a lowly cattle shed
Where a mother laid her baby in a manger for his bed.
Mary was that mother mild, Jesus Christ her little child.

He came down to earth from heaven who is God and Lord of all,
And his shelter was a stable, and his cradle was a stall;
With the poor and meek and lowly lived on earth our Savior holy.

And our eyes at last shall see him, through his own redeeming love,
For that Child, so dear and gentle, is our Lord in heav’n above.

And he leads his children on to the place where he has gone. (Irby 89D)

VII. Shepherds Come to the Christ Child  Luke 2:8-16
*Angels we have heard on high, singing sweetly through the night,
And the mountains in reply echoing their brave delight.

Gloria in excelsis Deo, gloria in excelsis Deo.

Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why these songs of happy cheer?
What great brightness did you see? What glad tidings did you hear?
Gloria in excelsis Deo, gloria in excelsis Deo.

Come to Bethlehem and see him whose birth the angels sing.
Come adore on bended knee Christ, the Lord, the newborn king.
Gloria in excelsis Deo, gloria in excelsis Deo. (Gloria)



